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This study analyzes how K-pop Idol Universes(narrative universes) function as immersive media strategies in K-pop,
focusing on aespa’s KWANGYA Universe (SMCU) as a representative case of 4th-generation idols. Using Bolter and...
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Our singer is called Franz. “Wer [ihn] nicht gehort hat, kennt nicht die Macht des ot
Gesanges™ (Kafka 193). These (slightly altered) opening lines of “Josefine, die :
Stingerin oder Das Volk der Miuse” came to mind when an audience member came

up to me afler a presentation | gave recently on “Kafka in the Age of Artificial > o QIEX|E* 7|E2 UEEQI W YRS AEAO2M oIt B
Intelligence.” She lamented the fact that not one of her students in the past three years

had a notion of who Franz Kafka was. I was not surprised. For years, so many of us A OIOLE SA|0f| SCHelo] 'Fa A0l AEXMH D AHS AlSIA|F|=
have relied on high school literature classes o introduce at least one of Kafka's stories 2 = UL, SA0] eI FHIFP Ol dEH DBS dethZl=
10 our students—usually it had been The Metamorphosis—that served as a base we =oi0] olc}

could build on to take them lo higher levels of understanding and appreciation of =HH0| QlCh

this world literary phenomenon. The new normal means that without a “canon”
or “cultural literacy” as we knew it in the twentieth century (and I fully realize
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how loaded those two terms are today), Franz, the singer, like his beloved mouse o
Josephine, “wird [wohl]...bald...in gesteigerler Erlisung vergessen sein wie alle « ¥l Agnt 73t QIX| = M5t
[seine] Briider” (200). In Kafka's story “Fin Bericht fir eine Akademsie,” Rotpeter,
the chimpanzee, explains that he managed to attain “die Durchschnittsbildung eines oHorcs ol =A| —x o i
Europiers” (174). Our task to keep Kafka’s works alive and part of “the cultural s 5 Shis Sh= & 2 I- = o St NS l- H |- I-D:i I-OI-
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more difficull. Like the protagonist of “Der Bau,” however, 1 am prepared “mil der 70| So¥E FYim0| ZISIASE AABICH
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